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Application for a Semi conductor Outward mission to Taiwan
10-14 March 2008
Commercial in Confidence when completed

1.  Your company details

	Company name:
	

	Contact name:
	

	Position:
	

	Address:
	

	Tel:
	

	Email:
	

	Website:
	


	Name of parent or holding company (if applicable):
	

	Total number of employees:
	

	Company’s annual turnover:
	

	Sum of total annual exports:
	

	Value of annual exports to the Taiwan:
	


2.  Your product or service

Please give a brief description of your product or service:

	


Please explain how your product or service fits the focus of this mission:

	


3.  Please indicate your objectives for participating in this mission

	
	Yes
	No

	Preliminary research into market potential
	
	

	Seeking a representative
	
	

	Meeting potential new customers
	
	

	Meetings existing representatives / customers
	
	

	Partners for manufacture under licence or joint venture
	
	

	Establishing an office in the markets
	
	

	Company PR
	
	


	Other (please give details):




4.  Good preparation is essential to make the most of your participation, and the valuable time and money you plan to invest in it.  The following section needs to be completed in order to assist us in arranging meetings for you.  We will do our best to do this, but cannot guarantee this will always be possible.  Likewise, it may be necessary in some instances to have group meetings.

Please indicate the type of companies and/or organisations you would most like to meet, giving as much information as possible.  Please include level and area of responsibility of individuals you would like to meet.

	a) 
	b) 



	c) 


	d) 

	e)


	f)


The British Trade office in Taipei will be organising networking events.  If you would like to invite your own contacts, please give their details:

	a)


	b)

	c)


	d)

	e)


	f)


Please read the following notes and conditions for participation in UK Trade & Investment Trade Missions, and return the completed application form by email to: vince.chinye@uktradeinvest.gov.uk
INTERNATIONAL SECTOR GROUP (ISG) TERMS & CONDITIONS FOR SECTOR TRADE MISSIONS (STM)

Under the Market Visit Support (MVS) scheme, which is administered by UKTI regional network, the Sector Team can refer an SME who is new to export or new to market in the case of China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and India to the relevant International Trade Advisers in the region the company is located to seek a grant under the scheme. The Region, through its devolved UKTI budget, would determine the company’s eligibility for the MVS grant subject to availability.
1
General

1.1
All UK based businesses and organisations may participate in a UK Trade & Investment supported sector trade mission group.  However, MVS grants may be available to those new to export or new to market (see below) businesses meeting the SME definition at Section 2 below, and to UK universities or UK Government funded centres of higher or further learning and UK Government funded research establishments.  

New to export means that during the past 12 months less than 10% of the business’s turnover resulted from proactive exports (i.e. sales to overseas customers that have been actively identified by the UK business) and no more than 25% of turnover resulted from a combination of proactive and reactive exports. (Reactive exports would normally result from unsolicited approaches from potential overseas customers, UK-based third parties or from overseas responses to UK-focused websites.)

New to market means that during the past 12 months the business has not exported to the country visited by the mission and does not have established representation there.

1.2
These grants are classed as de minimis State Aid by the Commission of the European Communities and all applicants for grant must ensure that they do not exceed the limit stated at 3.1b  (EU Regulation 69/2001 on the application of Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty to de minimis aid refers).

1.3
 Businesses meeting the eligibility criteria will be able to receive up to three MVS grants for mission participation. This is a lifetime limit and will apply to the total number of missions for which grant has been given, regardless of the markets visited. 

1.4
Only one representative per eligible company may receive an MVS grant although others are welcome to participate if funded by their business.  Overseas representatives of UK based businesses are also welcome to participate, but may not receive grant.  

1.5
Payment of MVS grant is discretionary and shall be the limit of UK Trade & Investment’s liability to a company participating in a sector trade mission. MVS funding is also limited and a grant cannot be guaranteed to a company, even if it meets the eligibility criteria. The Regions reserve the right to award grants on a first come first served basis.
2.
Definition of a Small to Medium Sized Enterprise (SME)

2.1
UK Trade & Investment has adopted the European Union definition of a SME.  This is a business, which meets all of the following criteria: 

a) 
has less than 250 employees;

b)  
has an annual turnover not exceeding EURO 50m, or an annual balance sheet total not exceeding EURO 43m;

c)
is independent, i.e. not more than 25 % of its capital or voting rights are owned by one enterprise, or jointly by several enterprises, which fail to meet any of the above points a) and b), although this threshold may be exceeded in the following two cases: 

(i) if the business is held by public investment corporations, venture capital companies or institutional investors, provided no control is exercised either individually or jointly over it;


(ii) if the capital is spread in such a way that it is not possible to determine by whom it is held and the business can legitimately declare that 25% or more of it is not owned by one enterprise or jointly by several enterprises falling outside the definition of a SME.

3.
Eligibility to apply for MVS grant 

3.1
If you meet the above definition of an SME, or are a UK university or UK Government funded centre of higher or further learning, or a UK Government funded research organisation, you will be eligible to apply for grant (subject to the limits of grant entitlements referred to at Section 1), but only if you also comply with all of the following conditions:

a)
you are a UK* based business or organisation that is either actively investigating export opportunities or is already involved in exporting from the UK.  On request you must provide UK Trade & Investment’s regional network, with supporting documents showing that you comply with this requirement   

(*This excludes Businesses/Organisations based in the Isle of Man or the Channel Islands unless UK registered);

b)
any grant you are applying for does not result in you breaching the State Aid limit of Euro 100,000 over any rolling three year period;

c)
you do not receive any other contributions from public funds towards the costs of participation on the mission to any of the markets named in Section 1 above. 

4.
Requirements for Participants 

4.1
You must comply with ALL of the following conditions.

a)
You correctly complete and submit the appropriate documentations provided by the Third Party Service Contractor/sector team in relation to Sector Trade Mission, to UK Trade & Investment by the required cut-off date.  UK Trade & Investment reserves the right to reject any application that it considers for any reason to be unsuitable.

b)
You only promote on the mission the business, trading and brand names detailed on your application form.

c)
 You can demonstrate that you are:

- selling products or services originating substantially in the UK; or 

- adding significant value to a product or service of non UK origin; 

You will be ineligible if you do not own the brand you are selling and the brand owner either already exports to the market concerned, or withholds permission to export to that market.
d)
You must attend an official briefing meeting organised by British Embassy/High Commission/Consulate staff in each overseas country you visit as part of the mission.

e)
You must attend any organised meetings, official functions and group hospitality events, unless otherwise agreed in writing with the TPSC beforehand.

f)
You must stay in each country(s) for the minimum period agreed by the TPSC for that particular mission.

g)
You must accept full responsibility for insurance for any risks associated with taking part in the mission including unexpected or uncontrollable events e.g. war, flood, avalanche, terrorist attack etc.  UK Trade & Investment will not be liable for the consequences of any such risks or any costs incurred.

h)
You must complete and return a UK Trade & Investment on line Participant Questionnaire to UK Trade & Investment.  The final deadline for return of completed questionnaires is two months after the closing date of the mission.

5
Payment of MVS Grant 

5.1 Prior to the Mission, applicants will be informed by UKTI regional contact whether or not a grant will be paid.  

5.2
MVS grant will only be paid after the mission has taken place.

5.3
UK Trade & Investment reserves the right to provide the Commission of the European Communities, or any other organisation which needs the information as part of the process of Government, with information about any grants paid to you.  UK Trade & Investment also reserves the right to publish these details without seeking any additional approval from you.

6
Non Payment of MVS Grant

6.1
UK Trade & Investment reserves the right to withhold any or all of the MVS grant, or require part or full repayment of any grant already paid, if you:

a)
cease trading;

b)
are or go into liquidation, administration, receivership, or bankruptcy;

c)
are or become the subject of a proposal for a winding up order or any other informal insolvency procedure;

d)
are, or become indebted to any government department;

e)
fail to attend, or withdraw from the mission.

6.2
UK Trade & Investment also reserves the right to withhold any or all of the grant, or require part or full repayment of any grant already paid, if you:

a)
fail to comply with any of these Terms & Conditions;

b)
cause embarrassment to Her Majesty’s Government, the host nation or other missioners in the group, for example, by inappropriate or offensive behaviour or by the promotion of products or services of an unacceptably low quality or of an inappropriate  or offensive  nature.  The final decision on acceptability will rest with UK Trade & Investment staff, taking into account the sensitivities of the host nation and other missioners in the group;

c)
provide false or inaccurate information on the Market Visit Support Grant Application Form.

If any of the above circumstances arise, your business may also be excluded from future involvement in this and/or any other scheme operated by UK Trade & Investment.                                       

6.3
UK Trade & Investment may vary or withhold any or all payments made and / or may require repayment of MVS grant already paid, together with interest from the date of payment, if UK Trade & Investment is required to do so as a result of a decision by the European Commission or as a result of any obligation arising under Community Law.

I confirm that:

I have read and understood the notes and conditions of the scheme above and that I wish to apply for DTI financial support.

If accepted for inclusion in this outward trade mission I agree to observe and comply with the conditions laid down by UK Trade & Investment on behalf of the DTI as notified to me by the mission sponsor.

By completing this form I explicitly consent to the supply by UK Trade & Investment, of information provided by me to other parts of UK Trade & Investment.  I further consent to the supply by UK Trade & Investment of the information provided by me to third parties involved in the promotion of exports from the United Kingdom (including, but not limited to, the nearest Business Link partnership or the national equivalent or the recognised trade association) so that they may contact me directly by mail, fax or e-mail about further services which may benefit the business.

	If you do not wish your details to be used by such third parties for these purposes, please tick the box.
	


	Name (BLOCK LETTERS):  

Date:  


Please return your completed application form by email to: 

Vince.chinye@uktradeinvest.gov.uk
Closing date for applications:  31 January 2008

NOTES & CONDITIONS

UK TRADE & INVESTMENT VERTICAL OUTWARD MISSION SCHEME - APPLICATION TO TAKE PART IN A MISSION

Conditions of the Vertical Outward Missions Scheme are:

1. Companies or businesses must be UK based and promoting UK goods and services.

2. Overseas representatives of UK companies are welcome to apply to join supported trade missions.

3. Applications will only be accepted if they are submitted on the official application form available from the UK Trade & Investment organiser. Incorrectly completed forms will be returned to the applicant by the mission organiser.

4. Although mission members are normally free, having observed these conditions, to arrange their own business itineraries please note that the scheme is about group participation in the market. Members can obtain real benefits from opportunities to network with each other. We hope that you will therefore participate within the spirit as well the rules of the scheme and take part, wherever appropriate, in joint calls and hospitality. The organiser can provide you with details. Your involvement in any debriefing session at the end of the mission also provides UK Trade & Investment with invaluable feedback.

5. Applicants are encouraged to take full advantage of all practical sources of help and advice in preparing for this mission. The better-prepared participants are the better value-for-money they will gain. Any UK-based briefing meeting held before departure by mission sponsors can help in this respect.  Also, apart from information held on our website, a wealth of help is available from our overseas network.   You can obtain details from: 

· Business Link Partnerships in England Tel: 0345 567567 

· Scottish Development International Tel: 0141 248 2700. Website: www.scottish-enterprise.com
· Wales Trade International Tel 029 2080 1046. Website: www.walestrade.com
· Invest Northern Ireland Tel: 028 902 9090. Website: www.idbni.com
I confirm that:

I have read and understood the notes and conditions of the scheme above and that I wish to apply for DTI financial support.

If accepted for inclusion in this outward trade mission I agree to observe and comply with the conditions laid down by UK Trade & Investment on behalf of the DTI as notified to me by the mission sponsor.

By completing this form I explicitly consent to the supply by UK Trade & Investment, of information provided by me to other parts of UK Trade & Investment.  I further consent to the supply by UK Trade & Investment of the information provided by me to third parties involved in the promotion of exports from the United Kingdom (including, but not limited to, the nearest Business Link partnership or the national equivalent or the recognised trade association) so that they may contact me directly by mail, fax or e-mail about further services which may benefit the business.

	If you do not wish your details to be used by such third parties for these purposes,  please tick the box.
	


	Name (BLOCK LETTERS): 

Date:  


Please return your completed application form by email to:  

vince.chinye@uktradeinvest.gov.uk
[image: image1.png]